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Fall Drama Prospects 


Playwrights Company plans four productions in 1952-53. Mr. Pickwick, Stanley 
Young's play based on the Dickens stories, is expected to open soon after Labor Day 
with an ell English caste The Better Angels, Robert Sherwood's new play on a group of 
Mormons just before the outbreak of the Civil War, is scheduled for January with Joshua 
Logan as director. Devil's Hornpipe, musical drama by Maxwell Anderson and Rouben Ma- 
moulian, is now scheduled for a spring debut after being postponed from falle Henry IV 
revival of Luigi Pirandello's play is the final item. 


Summe Tryouts 


The Hallowe'en Bride, Phillip Pruneau's new play produced at Pine Bush, NY, Play- 
house, received a careful, devoted performance that turns play into unusual and stimulat- 
ing evening, comments Rice, Poste Without superb production play would be little more 
than recitation of author's personal philosophy...The Delicate Line, Mark Trachtenberg's 
new drama tested at Ivy Tower, NJ, Playhouse, panned by Vern, Variety and Rice, Post, as 
pure soap opera...Season with Ginger, Ronald Alexander comedy which Melvyn Douglas will 
tour prior to Broadway, struck NBC Pearson as trifling comedy which may go on Broadway 
if it is opened at moderate prices...The Kilgo Run, Barter Theatre production of new co- 
medy drama by Armold Sundgaard, won rave review from Elean, Variety, for its fine comedy 
situation and characters...Side by Side, written by and starring William McCleery at 
Peterborough, NH, Playhouse, might be Broadway material if comedy had stronger third act 
end slicker production, recommends Camp, Variety. 


Digests of Current Reviews 


A Night in Venice-Marine Stadiuwn, 6/29/52. Trade paper critics joined daily col- - 
leagues who were impressed by Mike Todd spectacle at 8000 seat Jones Beach outdoor 
theatre. Bron, Variety, agreed with those who thought distance of stage from audience 
was handicap, but he sided with Francis, Billboard, that spectacle aspects provide a 
wonderful show. Singing and music rated pleasant if not outstanding. Newsweek man de- 
scribes proceedings as super duper colossal spectacle which pretty nearly lives up to 
all its publicity. Even Marshall, Nation, confirmed pammer of musicals, was impressed 
and amazed. 


Strawhat Visits - Con Side 


New way to try to kill theatre is to murder it in a barn, complains Morgan, Post, 
after witnessing what he c onsidered poor performance by Kitty Carlisle, in her husband's 
comedy Lady in the Dark, produced at Cepe Playhouse, Dennis, Mass...Fay Bainter proved 
to Rice, Post, that first rate star cannot overcame shoddy productions. Her performance 
in Zoe Atkins' The Swallows Nest, Cape May, NJ, Theatre, had to overcome sins of inept 
playing by resident company. 


News. & Notes 


Judith Anderson plans tour of 88 cities with condensation of Robinson Jeffers! 
MedeaeseAll My Sons has been adopted by Soviet Information Center in Vienna for use in 
anti-American play series, reports Variety...Actors Studio raising funds to buy old 
Slavic Hall, West 72nd Street...Robert E. Sherwood and Sam Spewack appointed chairmen 
of Theatre Committee for Averell Harriman...Elsa Lanchester will tour Private Music 
Hall for ten weeks, hitting 55 cities, starting in September...St.John Terrell has com- 
missioned Frank Gabrielson to write new libretto for Johann Strauss' Wiener Blut. 
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D - Daily W - Weekly M - Monthly B - Broadcast 
DT - NY Times DJC - Journal of Commerce Wai - Chr. Science Monitor 
DH - NY Herald Tribune DWJ - Wall Street Journal WC - Commonweal 
DN - NY News DWW - Women's Wear WCU - Cue 
DM - NY Mirror WB =- Billboard WN - Nation 
DC - NY Compass WV - Variety WNR - New Republic 
DP - NY Post WCD - Critical Digest WNS - Newsweek 
DJ - NY Journal American WGN - George Jean Nathan WNY - New Yorker 
DW - NY World Tele-Sun WWM - Ward Morehouse WSR - Saturday Review 
DB - Brooklyn Eagle BC - WCBS Bill Leonard Wr - Time 
DL - L.I.Press BL - New Leader-WEVD MP - Park East 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hits. "So-so" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for an 
entertaining or stimulating evening. 


THE FOURPOSTER-10/24/51 PROS: 19 CON: DH DP WGN WWM BL WC WNY 
NONE: DWJ WN WNR WSR 


GUYS AND DOLLS-11 + ong PROS: 29 CON: WN 
THE KING AND I-3/29/51 PROS: 29 CON: WH 
THE MALE ANIMAL=4/30/52 PROS: 22 NONE: WGN WC WN WNR MP 
THE MOON IS — PROS: 26 CON: WCD WGN NONE: WN MP 
MRS. McTHING-2/20/52 PROS: 20 CON: DM DJ WGN BC BL WNY WSR WT 
NONE: WNR 
PAL JOEY-1/3/52 PROS: 28 CON: BL NONE: WNR 
NEW FACES OF 1952-5/16/52 PROS: 25 CON: DP WIWGN NONE: WN WNR 
A NIGHT IN VENUS-6 aoe PROS: 17 CON: DC NONE: WGN BC BL WNR WNY WSR WT MP 
PAINT YOUR WAGON-11/10/51 PROS: 21 CON: DH DJ DP WV WWM BC WC NONE: WWR WSR 
POINT OF NO RETURN-12/13/51 PROS: 25 CON: DW BL WN WNR WT 
SOUTH PACIFIC-4/7/49 PROS: 29 CON: WT 
TOP BANANA-11/1/51 PROS: 23 CON: DP DJ BL NONE: WCM WN WWR WSR 
WISH YOU WERE HERE-6/25/52 PROS: DN DC DB DL DJC WV CON: DT DH IM DP DJ DW DWJ WB 


WWM WCU WNS WNY WT NONE: DAW WCD WGN BC BL WCM WC 
WN WNR WSR MP 


' Billboard's Critics Ratings ' 


N.Y. drama critics annual “accuracy average ratings" by Billboard for the 1951-52 
season show Atkinson, Times, as reviewer with the best betting average. Trade paper 
rates play as success if it passes the 100 performance mark, figuring most plays pay 
back their investment by then. If a play passes the mark after being marked down by a 
critic, the latter is charged with an error and vice versa. Only plays which passed 
the mark are included in the following chart. 


Wrong or 
Critic - Paper Shows Caught Right No Opinion Percentage 
Atkinson, Times 56 48 8 85.7 
Kerr, Herald Tribune 43 35 8 81.4 
Coleman, Mirror 58 46 12 1903 
Pollock, Compass 58 45 13 776 
McClain, Journal American 26 20 6 7609 
Watts, Post 56 43 13 7628 
Chapman, News 57 4 17 702 


Hawkins, WT&S 56 39 17 69.6 


Cumlative NYC Ratings 


"SING" SWAN SONG...Critics offered diverse views why Of Thee I Sing revival failed. 
Ticket buyers want established hits and do not want to be bothered with helping 
make hits, concluded Coleman, Mirror. Those who thought show was natural in con- 
vention year were wrong, reminds Watt, News. Public will pay $6.60 to see hit, 
but will not buy cut rate tickets to a so-so item, says Winchell. 


REVIVE SCOUTING...Lost art of talent scouting for fresh talent urged by Csida, Bill- 
board. Trade paper editor made recommendation after viewing recent performance of 
California little theatre group which starred young, talented actress named Janet 
Call. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS...Twenty million dollar conventions might have been staged by Mike 
Todd or Milton Berle, suggests Mirror editorial...Ambitious anonymous first nighter 
writes and mails to critics intelligent reviews of new plays reveals Chapman, News 
ee-A Night in Venice was produced at Daly's Theatre in 1884, Funke, Times, dis- 
covered with the aid of NY Public Library Theatre Collection. 


GOOD CRITICS...Latest to define qualities of "good critic" is Gould, Journal American. 
Psychologist believes a critic shouldn't be impartial. The best critic is one 
whose own tastes is most highly cultivated and who is able to dictate the ways in 
which an artist falls short of the highest standards. 


COLUMN TIPS...Theatrical painters to strike for 14 percent pay increase, says Sullivan 
eeeManville heiress Lorraine Dresselhuys put up $300,000 for the Mike Todd A Night 
in Venice hears Winchell...Ziegfeld girls who appeared with Will Rogers sought for 
tie-in of "Story of Will Rogers" film reports Eaton. 


LONDON REPORT...Dial M for Murder rated by Watts, Post, as one of the most intellectual 
and best mysteries he has ever seen; though New Yorkers may tend to think it talky. 
John Gielgud production of Much Ado about Nothing makes classic one of the wittiest 
plays conceivable, critic notes. 


MAIL BOX...Radcliffe, Cincinnati Enquirer, reminds that Vaughn Williams' Hugh the Drover 
was first performed in U.S. at University of Cincinnati's Wilson Auditorium by the 
Cincinnati Music-Drama Guild, March ll. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITES...Constance Carpenter has filled in 50 times in The King and I lead, 
Morehouse, WT&S discovered...Top Banana is now three-quarters ad lib, Phil Silvers 
told Sheaffer, Eagle...Eartha Kitt's name was given to her in honor of fine crops 
which grew on parents' South Carolina farm year she was born, Hawkins, WT&S, 
reports. 


A Night in Venice now playing seven nights a week, matinees and Monday night con- 
cert dropped. Two new toll gates added to handle week end crowds at Mike Todd spec- 
tacle...The Luck of Caesar, new play by George Alan Smith, bursar of the American 
Theatre Wing's Professional Training Program, tested at Mountain Park Casino, Holyoke, 
Mass., July 29...Beverly Laurence to replace Vivian Blaine, Guys and Dolls, for short 
vacation...Uta Hagen signed for In Any Language, new comedy by Edmund beloin and Henry 
Garson, to be presented on Broadway in October...Bernardine, new Mary Chase play will 
open in Boston on September 22 and in New York on October 16...The Gypsies Wore High 
Hats, new Joseph Kramm play due to open in October after summer tryouts in Mass. Play- 
houses...Buttrio Square, new play due to open in October 16...Moss Hart in London, 
looking at new plays...Josephine, new play by Sally Benson due to open in Hartford on 
September 4...Leonard Sillman planning new review to be directed by John Murray 
Andersons 


, ' Green Room Department ' 
' Theatre News Roundup ' 


Broadway, regional and foreign theatre experts reminded Theatre Library Associa- 
tion members of the important role they play in fostering interest in the theatre. 
Clarence Derwent, Margo Jones and Robert Ce Schnitzer addressed the enmial meeting of 
the group at the New York Society Library. Paul Myers, New York Public Library Theatre 
Collection and Sareh Gross, editor of "Broadsides," the group's house organ, also ad- 
dressed the groupe George Freedley, curator of the New York Public Library Theatre 
Collection, was moderator. 


Theatre librarians can be instrumental in aiding ANTA's avowed purpose of getting 
people to go to the theatre, Clarence Derwent explainede Former president of Actors 
Equity is currently president of Dramatic Workshop end a director of ANTAe He recently 
returned from a nationwide tour in Christopher Fry's church drama A Sleep of Prisoners. 
During the tour he participated in several ANTA festivals in California and Washington. 
Experiences on the tour proved to him that once a person is corralled into the living 
theatre, the theatre has got him for life. President of Tacoma University, who wouldn't 
allow word "drama" to be used in the campus, got the theatre bug after seeing the Fry 
play. At last reports he had attended Stratford-on-Avon Shakespeare Festival several 
times this summer. 


Margo Jones, director of Dallas' Theatre '52, owes her early experience as secre- 
tary to a college theatre librarian for her primary introduction to the theatre, she 
admitted. The yellow covered copy of "Theatre Arts" which she spied on her first day 
at school was the first knowledge she had that theatre existed. Though she is known 
for her work in Arena theatre productions, the young producer explained that she feels 
the perfect theatre is a flexible one. A theatre which can be used for all different 
types of drama is the ideal, but theatre in the round is next best. Her ambition is 
not to have her own theatres throughout the country, but show others how theatre can be 


made a secure livelihood in local communities for theatre workers. 


Importance of use of theatre in fighting "cold war" detailed by Robert C. Schnit- 
zer, who managed American State Department participation in the Berlin and Paris Arts 
Festivals. State Department aides abroad find U.S. showing of its best in the creative 
arts has done more to explain America to foreigners than all other aspects of their 
information programse Russians realize importance of these art festivals and send 
their top artists. U.Se must realize full use of this propaganda tool for making 
friends, Schnitzer concluded. 


Of Thee I Sing folded despite $3.60 top...I Am A Camera closed, may tour in Sep- 
tember with Julie Harris...Three Arts Club, actress’ residence on West 85th Street 
closes September lst due to lack of funds...Wish You Were Here book being rewritten... 
Pat Rooney, Guys and Dolls, celebrated his 72nd birthday..-Tabloid version of Peep Show 
produced by Frank Sennes will play three shows a day plus a movie at Holiday Theatre... 
Dolly Haas has been engaged as standby for Betty Field, The Fourposter. 


THEATRE FANS DRAMA STUDENTS TEACHERS 


PRODUCERS LITTLE THEATRES LIBRARIES 


Perfect theatre gift 52 weeks a year is "Critical Digest." Complete Broadway co- 
verage and exclusive reports; summer features, tryouts and digests of famous hits, $10 
a year, three one year subscriptions $25. Critical Digest, 505 Sth Ave. NY 17, NY. 


' Theatre Library Association Meeting ' ‘ 
' Legit Stuff ' 
ACTORS ANGELS 


